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Annual  Repor 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

OF  THE 

HENSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December , 1925. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  Report  for  1925,  the  following  may 
be  noted : — 

(1)  A low  death  rate,  viz. : — 10.88  against  12.2 

for  England  and  Wales. 

(2)  A low  birth  rate,  viz. : — 15.35  against  18.3 

for  England  and  Wales. 

(3)  A still  further  decrease  of  infectious  disease. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District  (acres)  42,308. 

Population  (1921)  Census,  9,901. 

,,  (1925)  Estimated,  10,290. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  2,432 

„ ,,  ,,  (1925)  Estimated,  2,593 

Number  of  familes  or  separate  occupiers  (1921), 
2,545. 

Rateable  Value,  074,882. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £240. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate,  15.35. 

Total  number  of  Births,  158, 

,,  ,,  Males,  80. 

,,  ,,  Females,  78. 

Males.  Fern 

Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  79  73 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 5 

Death  Rate,  10.88. 

Total  number  of  Deaths,  112. 

,,  ,,  Males,  59. 

,,  ,,  Females,  53. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of 
child  birth — Sepsis.  1 ; from  other  causes,  2. 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  6. 
Legitimate,  6.  Illegitimate,  Nil. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  per  1.000  births  registered, 
37.97. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  1. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) , Nil. 

Death  Rate. 

The  death  rate  of  the  District  was  10.88  against  11.10 
of  last  year,  and  compared  with  121.2  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  total  deaths  numbered  112  of  whom  59  were 
males  and  53  females. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  Cancer  compared  with  22 
of  last  year  and  11  of  the  preceding  year. 

Deaths  from  Consumption  numbered  8,  the  same  as 
last  year. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  of  the  District  was  15,35  against  14.09 
of  last  year,  and  of  the  158  births  80  were  males  and  78 
females,  and  of  all  of  these  0 were  illegitimate,  viz. : 1 male 
and  5 females. 

Infants. 

rIdie  nett  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  37.97  per  1,000  births  registered  against  73.33  of  last 
year,  and  as  against  75  for  England  and  Wales,  the  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  being  0,  of  whom  none  were  illegitimate. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  during  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Measles 

— 

1 

Influenza 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

— 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

1 1 

9 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

6 

3 

Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

9 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

3 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

•) 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 



1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 



1 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfoiana- 
tion,  Premature  Birth 

2 

— 

Deaths  from  violence  (not  suicide) 

2 

\ 

Other  defined  diseases 

12 

11 

Causes  ill -defined  or  unknown 

1 

— 

Totals 

59 

53 

4 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1925. 


DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

..  13 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 



2 

— 

— 

21 

2 

0 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Age  Periods 

0 
1 

5 

10 
15 
20 
25 
35 


Pulmonary. 


New  Cases. 

Non- 

PULMONARY. 


M. 


65  upwards  — 
Totals  ...  7 


F 


1 

1 

3 


Deaths. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 


M 


F. 


— 1 


M 


F' 


1 

3 

2 


M.  F 


1 — 


1 — — 


2 


1 


2 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  were  37 
against  42  of  last  year;  these  included  13  cases  of  Scarlet 
Sever , 11  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  3 of  Pneumonia,  2 of  Erysipelas,  1 of 
Diphtheria,  1 of  Enteric,  1 of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirteen  cases  of  a mild  type  occurred  in  the  follow- 
ing six  parishes,  viz.  : — 

3 in  Braconash  (2  in  1 house). 

4 in  Kirby  Bedon. 

2 in  Hethersett. 

2 in  Little  Melton  (in  one  house). 

1 in  Flordon. 

1 in  Rockland  St.  Mary. 

Diphtheria. 

Only  1 case  was  notified  this  year,  occurring  in  the 
Parish  oit'  Newton  Flotman.  and  no  case  whatever  occurred 
in  the  previous  year,  this  is  very  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  2 
cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  were  notified,  and 
there  were  8 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  the  same 
as  last  year,  and  2 deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
The  fresh  cases  notified  were  spread  over  15  parishes  as 
follows: — Bixley  1,  Dunston  1 (Non-Pulmonary),  Flordon 
1,  Hethersett  i,  East  Carleton  1,  Kirby  Bedon  1,  Great 
Melton  1.  Little  Melton  1,  Rockland  St.  Mary  1,  Shotesham 
All  Saints  2,  Stoke  Holy  Cross  1 (Non-Pulmonary),  Surling- 
ham  1,  Swardeston  1,  Trowse  Newton  1,  Wreningham  1. 

Ten  of  these  received  Sanatorium  Treatment. 

Pneumonia. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  2 in  Braconash,  and  1 in 
Wreningham. 

Erysipelas. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  1 in  Rockland  St.  Mary, 
and  1 in  Trowse  Newton. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  in  the  Parish  of  Stoke  Holy 
Cross,  the  patient  being  a girl  age  15,  employed  in  a Norwich 
Factory,  from  which  it  is  thought  she  contracted  the  disease. 
The  home  surroundings  were  found  clean  and  sanitary,  and 
a sample  of  water  taken  from  the  well  supplying  the  house 
was  found  free  from  all  sources  of  pollution.  This  case  re- 
ceived treatment  in  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Mulbarton,  the 
patient,  a baby,  received  special  treatment  at  the  Norwich 
Isolation  Hospital  which  resulted  in  a complete  cure. 

Disinfection. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  disinfected  26  houses  during 
the  year,  and  supplied  soap  and  disinfectants  in  all 
necessitous  cases. 

The  total  cost  of  disinfection,  including  soap  and  dis- 
infectants supplied  amounted  to  £35  15s.  5d.,  against 
£21  13s.  6d.,  of  last  year  and  £44  6s.  Id.  of  the  preceding 
year. 

The  sum  of  £1  10s.  0d.,  was  paid  as  compensation 
for  the  destruction  by  fire  of  infected  bedding. 

Schools. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  ill- 
ness amongst  scholars:  — 

Kirby  Bedon  for  Mumps,  and  again  for  Scarlet 
Fever. 

Rockland  St.  Mary  for  Measles. 

Shotesham  for  Measles. 

Surlingliam  for  Influenza. 

Swardeston  for  Influenza. 

Wreningham  for  Influenza. 

Causes  of  Sickness. 

No  cases  of  sickness  occurred  which  were  specially 
noteworthy  during  the  year. 
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Hospitals  provided  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authortiy  or 
by  the  County  Council. 

The  District  Council  has  no  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  but  the  Norwich  Isolation  Hospital  are  willing 
to  receives  cases  from  this  District  whenever  there  are  beds 
available,  and  the  Council  defraying  expenses.  One  case 
only  was  admitted  there  for  treatment  during  the  year 
(Opthalmia  Neonatorum),  and  1 to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Hospital  (Enteric). 

Tuberculosis  cases  are  taken  in  hand  by  the  County 
Council  who  give  Sanatorium  Treatment  and  provide  open 
air  shelters. 

The  District  Council  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
•Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  conjunction  with 
neighbouring  District  Councils  still  lies  dormant. 

There  is  no  Isolation  provision  for  Small  Pox. 

Any  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  Mothers, 
lllegitmate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children  in  the 
Area. 

For  these  there  is  only  the  Workhouse  available. 

Ambulance  Facilities : — 

(a)  For  infectious  Cases: — None.  Cases  removed 
to  the  Hospital  are  conveyed  in  a covered  motor  car,  which 
is  disinfected  by  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

( b ) For  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  : — No  pro- 
vision is  available  except  from  private  sources. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  There  is  none  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority,  but  the  District  is  well  covered  by  8 District 
Nursing  Asssociations,  affiliated  to  the  Norfolk  Nursing 
Association,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  make  an  annual 
subscription  to  each  of  these. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Disease.  There  is  none  provided 
by  the  Council  except  in  special  circumstances,  when  a 
Nurse  is  obtained  and  her  expenses  paid. 

Midwives. 

There  are  8 practising  in  the  District,  none  of  whom 
are  employed  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

None  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Water. 

The  District  is  on  the  whole  well  supplied  with  water 
derived  from  both  deep  and  surface  wells ; two  parishes 
adjoining  Norwich,  viz.  : Cringleford  and  Trowse  Newton, 
have  the  Company’s  water  laid  on. 

During  the  year  39  water  certificates  were  granted  in 
respect  of  44  new  houses  and  of  these  24  houses  had  the 
Company’s  water  laid  on;  17  derive  their  supply  from  11 
new  wells,  and  3 houses  were  supplied  from  3 existing  wells, 
9 houses  on  the  Kett’s  Oak  Estate  were  refused  water 
certificates  until  the  Waterworks  are  completed.  Eight- 
samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  from  6 wells,  4 )f 
these  samples  were  passed  as  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  and 
4 unfit  for  drinking,  of  these  3 were  badly  polluted  with 
sewage.  Two  wells  were  cleaned  out  (1  twice),  but  no 
improvement  took  place  in  the  quality  of  the  water  in  one 
case ; 2 wells  were  permanently  closed  as  unfit  for  drinking 
purposes ; 1 new  pump  was  fixed  ; 1 pump  was  repaired  and 
3 new  covers  fixed  to  wells,  13  existing  houses  had  the  water 
laid  on. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Tas  runs  through  the  heart  of  the  district 
and  is  free-  from  sewage  pollution,  part  of  this  river 
was  recently  cleaned  out  by  the  Henst-ead  Council 
to  provide  work  for  the  unemployed.  The  north  side  of  the 
District  is  bounded  by  the  river  Yare,  which  is  free  from 
pollution  above  Norwich  but  on  the  east  side  it  receives  the 
effluent  from  the  Norwich  Sewage  Farm  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Whitlingham,  which  renders  the  river  very  liable 
to  pollution.  On  the  12th  February  last  a deputation  con- 
sisting of  members  of  the  Norwich  Council,  Blofield  District 
Council  and  this  Council,  met  on  the  Sewage  Farm,  when  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  present  method  of  treating 
the  sewage  was  better  than  in  the  past,  that  the  effluent  was 
much  better,  and  reports  have  since  been  received  that  the 
condition  of  the  river  is  much  improved,  now  supporting 
fish  life  which  it  had  not  done  for  many  years  previously. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Most  of  the  smaller  houses  have  no  system  of  drain- 
age, the  waste  water  being  disposed  of  on  the  surface  of  land 
of  which  there  is  generally  ample  to  each  house,  the  larger 
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houses  drain  into  cesspools  and  ditches,  and  the  largest  of 
all  have  some  process  of  sewage  purification. 

The  only  parish  possessing  a sewer  is  Trowse  Newton, 
which  for  the  greater  part  receives  only  sink  and  yard  drain- 
age, very  few  W.  C.s  being  connected  therewith.  This  sewer 
is  private  property. 

All  the  new  houses  where  the  Company’s  water  was 
available,  were  provided  with  drains,  W.C.s  and  baths. 
During  the  year  7 old  houses  were  completely  re-drained,  1 
having  water  closets  and  baths  installed  ; 2 foul  ditches  were 
cleansed  ; 2 new  urinals  built  to  public  buildings,  and  several 
old  drains  cleaned  out,  gulley  traps  fixed  and  cesspools 
emptied. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  large  houses  and  mansions  in  this  District  are 
provided  with  water  closets,  but  for  the  greater  part  most  of 
the  smaller  houses  and  cottages  have  earth  closets  (i.e.,  con- 
structed with  a moveable  receptable) , although  there  are 
yet  a number  of  privies  in  existence,  the  policy  adopted  is  to 
replace  all  privies  (where  deemed  to  be  a nuisance),  with 
water  closets  or  earth  closets  as  circumstances  permit. 

Of  the  53  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  33 
have  water  closets  and  20  earth  closets,  also  4 earth  closets 
and  7 water  closets  were  provided  to  old  houses  to  replace 
defective  ones,  5 privies  were  converted  to  earth  closets  and 
3 repaired. 

Scavenging. 

Only  one  parish  has  a proper  scavenging  system  and 
that  is  Trowse  Newton  where  the  work  is  well  done  bv 
private  enterprise.  In  all  other  parishes  each  tenant  is 
responsible  for  keeping  his  own  premises  sanitary.  Refuse 
and  contents  of  privies,  etc.,  are  usually  buried  in  gardens, 
which  on  the  whole  works  satisfactory,  although  of  course 
there  are  some  who  are  neglectful. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

(a)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  some  3,000 
inspections  during  the  year,  viz. : house  to  house  inspections, 
inspections  to  houses  infected  with  infectious  disease  and 
surrounding  premises,  inspections  to  Bakehouses,  Work- 
shops, cowsheds  and  dairies,  slaughter  houses  and  new 
buildings. 


(b)  Only  3 Statutory  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  and  51  preliminary  notices,  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  nuisances  detected  were  abated  by  verbal  notice  only. 

(c)  Of  the  above,  2 of  the  Statutory  notices  were 
complied  with  and  45  preliminary  notices,  leaving  7 out- 
standing. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Register  contained  the 
names  of  81  persons,  compared  with  86  last  year,  5 being 
struck  off  by  reason  of  death  or  removal  from  farms,  of  these 
38  are  registered  as  Retailers  and  13  as  Cowkeepers,  Dairy- 
men, and  Wholesale  Piirveyors  of  Milk. 

No  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  for  the  sale 
of  Milk  as  “Certified,”  “Grade  A (Tuberculin  tested),”  or 
“Grade  A,”  or  as  “Pasteurised.” 

Only  2 Cowkeepers  made  enquiries  as  to  the  sale  of 
Grade  A milk,  and  full  particulars  were  given  them,  but  no 
applications  for  licences  were  received. 

One  complaint  was  received  as  to  milk  containing 
more  dirt  (grit  and  byre  dust)  than  it  need  or  should  do, 
and  a caution  was  given. 

On  the  whole,  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Cows  are 
kept  in  a cleanly  condition  and  the  handling  of  milk  is 
satisfactory.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  :s  the  care  and 
skill  of  the  milkmen  more  than  the  condition  of  the  cow- 
sheds on  which  the  cleanliness  of  milk  depends.  One 
Cowshed  was  paved  and  channelled  during  the  year  and  1 
Yard  concreted  and  drained. 


Bakehouses. 

The  8 Bakehouses  in  the  District  wVre  found  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


Workshops. 

The  Workshops  are  all  suitable  for  the  nature  of  the 
work  carried  out,  and  no  complaint  was  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  of  any  infringement  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

'Hie  New  Rural  District  Councils  (Slaughter-Houses) 
Order,  1924,  and  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  have  thrown  an  enormous  amount  of  extra  work  and 
responsibility  upon  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  been 
designated  as  the  officer  to  carry  out  these  orders.  Up  to  the 
present  he  has  received  no  extra  remuneration  for  this  work, 
and  I am  of  opinion  the  Council  should  consider  this 
question. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  no 
“Registered”  or  “Licensed”  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
District.  During  the  year  20  Slaughter  Houses  were  entered 
in  the  Register,  of  which  26  were  “Registered”  and  3 
“Licensed.  ” 

Improvements  were  carried  out  in  7 Slaughter 
Houses  by  putting  down  new  floors,  1 new  Slaughter  House 
was  constructed,  and  8'  limewashed  on  request. 

Copies  of  the  Order  and  Regulations  and  printed 
instructions  were  circulated  to  all  butchers  in  the  district, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  explained  to  them  on  his 
visits  any  knotty  point. 


With  29  slaughter  houses  scattered  throughout  the 
District  you  will  understand  that  it  is  impossible  to  carry 
out  these  orders  and  regulations  as  they  should  be  and  every 
encouragement  in  the  shape  of  travelling  expenses  should  be 
given  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  get  round  as  often  as 
possible. 

The  Minister  expects  inspection  of  all  carcases  at  the 
time  of  slaughter.  The  regular  butchers  kill  at  fixed  times, 
the  irregular  at  any  time  on  giving  notice. 

Number  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  use  in  the  area 
at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 

In  1920. 

Registered  ...  Nil  (in  use  24) 

Licensed  ...  Nil  (in  use  0) 
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In  Jan.,  1921.  In  Dec.,  1925 

Nil  (in  use  26)  26 

Nil  ( in  use  0)  3 


Total  ...  Nil  (in  use  24) 


Nil  (in  use  26) 


Housing. 

(i)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area: — 

The  general  housing  conditions  of  the  District  are 
satisfactory,  building  operations  having  been  fairly  active, 
(ho  population  is  gradually  increasing  owing  to  the  newly 
erected  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  being  purchased 
by  persons  from  Norwich.  The  Council  are  taking  steps  to 
meet  any  shortage  of  houses  due  to  large  families,  over- 
crowding, 2 families  living  in  one  house,  etc.,  by  building 
concrete  bungalows.  During  the  year  4 were  completed,  and 
7 more  commenced,  and  their  programme  for  the  year 
(1926)  is  on  a larger  scale,  14  more  having  been  commenced. 


(2)  Overcrowding: — 

Cases  of  overcrowding  are  not  numerous,  the  causes 
are  usually  a large  family  of  young  children  in  a small 
house  due  to  parents  being  unable  to  pay  the  rent  of  a 
larger  house,  and  to  unwillingness  of  landlords  to  let  houses 
where  there  are  many  children,  other  causes  are  married 
couples  living  with  parents.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
investigated  during  the  year,  only  1 being  a bad  case,  noth- 
ing could  be  done  but  the  Council  are  now  building  in  that 
Parish,  so  no  doubt  it  will  be  remedied  shortly. 

Another  family  are  under  notice  to  quit,  ejectment 
order  granted.  The  other  cases  remain  as  they  were.  To 
avoid  mixing  of  sexes,  3 bedrooms  are  necessary. 


(3)  Fitness  of  Houses: — 

The  general  standard  of  houses  is  satisfactory,  the 
general  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  being,  dampness 
due  to  tiles  off  roof,  defective  or  no  eaves  troughing,  and  no 
damp  course,  windows  not  capable  of  opening,  broken 
windows,  defective  chimneys,  broken  floors  often  caused 
by  tenants,  and  defective  sinks,  drains  and  privies.  During 
the  war  and  since  landlords  have  done  as  few  repairs  as 
possible,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  excessive  high  prices  of 
labour  and  building  materials,  but  the  position  is  rapidly 
improving. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 
(fa)— 53. 

(fa)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority — 4. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 38. 

(c)  In  course  of  erection,  31st  December,  1925 — 24. 

Unfit  dwelling=houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts.) — 445. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 
spected, and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925. — 146. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation — Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 2. 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  - houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(fa)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  repect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

38 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 

33 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14  and  15  of 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

the 

(1) 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling  - houses  having  been 
rendered  fit 

Nd 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

Nil 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

Nil 

On  reviewing  the  satisfactory  report  for  1925,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  lower  death  rate,  the  lower  birth  rate, 
a lower  death  rate  of  infant  37. 9,  against  73  last  year,  and 
75  in  all  England  and  Wales,  and  a further  decrease  of  in- 
fectious disease.  With  regard  to  the  lower  infantile  death 
rate  we  can  now  see  the  good  that  the  district  nurses  are 
doing  by  instruction  of  the  mothers,  and  the  help  this 
Council  has  given  in  providing  extra  milk  for  necessitous 
cases. 


i5 


There  are  two  diseases  that  always  attract  public 
attention — cancer  and  consumption.  The  number  of  fatal 
cases  of  the  former  was  20,  against  22:  last  year,  and  of  the 
latter  8 against  8.  Of  the  former  the  real  cause  is  not 
mastered.  The  latter  being  a preventable  disease  claims 
great  attention.  All  tubercular  cases  are  supervised  by  the 
County  Tubercular  officers,  who  visit  them  and  assign 
shelters  or  arrange  for  Sanatorium  treatment.  10  of  the  M 
cases  had  Sanatorium  treatment,  and  5 of  the  8 fatal  cases 
shelters.  We  must  hope  that  with  improved  houses  and 
sanitation  the  mortality  will  be  reduced. 

The  decline  of  infectious  diseases  is  satisfactory  but 
we  all  know  that  these  diseases  work  in  cycles,  but  we  have 
no  excuse  for  not  reducing  the  preventable  ones. 

Housing.  53  Houses  were  erected. 

This  is  above  our  average  for  the  years  before  1924, 
with  the  exception  of  Blofield  District  we  have  exceeded 
the  other  Norfolk  Districts. 

Tn  conclusion  I should  like  to  call  the  attention  to 
the  diligence  and  ability  with  which  Mr.  Tanks  has  carried 
out  his  duties. 


8 H.  BURTON,  m.b.  (lond.), 

Henstead  District  Council. 

•T.  B.  PANKS,  C.E.,  M R. SAX. I. , M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.S.E., 
Sanitary  Inspector, 

Henstead  District  Council. 


April,  1926. 


